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15th November. I860. $705,370 0$. change amounts to ninety-thre- e thousand onei
of republican government, and he is the mot
dangerous offender who attempts to undermine
or destroy it.

The people of Ohio justly complain ol high
public exactions. They bare deputed yot to
reduce them. Everv sroDertv holder in thes
State enjoins this upon you as your first great
duty. But r. f mi, to be beneficial, must take
the rit'hl direction. T', nrrul.ic Ki,h iti orr
to connive at exorbitant fee and alsries, is
wrong ; but to misdirect endeavois to e rrect
public abuses is no less mischievous. Unma-
tured wholesale reductions of fees and salaries
are sure to be soon repealed. Such measures
always lose to the people that real reform

Inch they demand True reform first ascer- -

uins carefully where extravagance and mal

eAist. it exposes Anu corrects them.
i. ..... ...11 screens no public abuse. - 'Hill merlLerl nkln.
quy, and yet it shields from unjust, sweeping
censure the umiirht nuhlir un.r.i. . Ti.- r a r
ines into ami therfnr ..i I;J111' 'J. P

evil., and the 1law. wh.ch follow become in
consequence of their wi.e discrimination, the
permanent policj of lbe Stae.

Question, arising out of and connected with
public revenue, have been vexations in all ages'
and in all GovernmenU. Thev are so in ours,
Tuxes, whether levied by a monarch's arbitra- - ame reesons should induce us to adopt similar
ry will, or through the legal rction of popular statutory regulations and safe-gua- rds in taj

are unpleasant to those who pay encc 10 public contractor. If all inducement-them- .

The number of those who are anxious 10 do wrong on the part of the agents of gov-- to

share ihe expenditures of the government, crnments were iffectually removed, there wo'd

hundred and seventy-on- e dolltr per annum
hen compared with the average expenditure

of the last six veers, and will 00 doubt exceed
that sum under future letters. Tt, contract
system has many advantages over the policy
that list been litherto pursued, and I am in- -
dined to think should be perm inentW
adopted The success of Any system, howcv
er. involving so large an expenditure of the
public money, depends in a great measure on
the manner asd spirit in which it is carried
out. A very geraral publicity of the letting..

. ',.
MtoJZ LZfr awards,

,WPT

menu without which itcan never become bene
'ficially established.

1 ne contra:! system' is incressin-- r in impor- -

tune., anrt . ru nt and will ... l..k.- - uvi uvHut, giauuni
ly superced the employment of regular off- i-.... . . .. .:. r ,l. j .i iia m ui uic ueuiriuienia oi me DUO!t! ","T 5

u

T,be a one, and .hould, in my judgment,
be encouraged by the passage of such laws as
would allay all apprehensions, And fully secure
the confidence of the people. We are accus- -
lomtd to the responsibilities and restrictions
imposed bv law upon public offi;ers. and lhe

oe llUle or 00 ground, for populsr distrust. I

therefore iugget the propriety of a general
law on the subject of public contracts, erabra

c'no t',ose luat ma)' Dtf entered infoon th" p in
f counties, townships, and other corporations,

88 we" as on tDe Part of the State.
Tne irresponsible and extravagant system ol

adminis'.ration which prevails in some of our
counties and cities, furnishes the principal
CHU8e for the exactions which are so generally
complained of. These public eontrac.s are
granted to favorites, which occasion the most

v ists expenditures. There, also, we find offi

Ccrs w'1'1 incomes which shock all correct ideas
of public compensation. These things have
their effect upon the general tone of our public
morals. County reform is a duty enjoined by
every consideration of public virtue. Some
who suffer under tLese evils denounce the tax
law. without much consideration as to the cause
of the heavy burdens under which they are

laboring ; but a little closer reflection woul 1

show them tnat it is the taxes, not the lax law,
which are exorbitant, and lhat the tax l iw is

out iue unwelcome witness, i lie loeal treas- -

uriss shouldi be brought under the same syste- -

miltized rcstrainl as lDB 3ute Traamj. The
heavy drafts upon them under pretence of
some law, must be effectually checked, and
""' requirements ot the Constitution that "no
monev shall be drawn from any county or
township treasury except by authority of law,
raust be rigorously enforced. The General
Assembly should distinctly designate thespeci- -

he authority upon whose appropriation the
public moneys shall be disbursed. Our courts

..nave oeeii in uic .on. u. ui uci 1U4 cuuuiv au- -

dilors and treasurers to pay out money for
raany purposes ot mere personal conveniences,

an exercise of power tor which I can find
no warrant in tne uonstituuon. ihese oiuers
are onlv obeyed from a fear of the aDDarentlv

I

I

A.

special iax were imposed which however
produced but little revenue.

U 1 8" "" J .
0Ur f2jT& 01

mccBrrt,a' nnuai Genet, coiup.iea in. umS
are i0 re,orll t0 whlll lhoua u,, primm.

rv obict of all tax law, to wit : the colection .

of revenue. Previous errors were then inprt "
remeriie.i. but man very nsgrani one were op

mm0 from "dU'd Pritiity. A new

"dM,,ey WM' h0we?'r' g"aiati ; and the of
o eqiMy , taxation gained constant

s'rength. in spite of sejpotrtf ilfrwaU. The
Constitutional Convention met under these an- - vils

'P'61, ,n lbe ux rule establish! in the

" ,be r'alln 55 re"1 PHa
isth tsXUon.Clpe abrogaionof rbitrry

M"?,M ,0Ch,b-
- ""ft "Dd

are no longer
rroperly in the meure ana bMs ot

taxation. A ex- - mp'ions f r objects of l

mo-- t universal interest are au h ni d. but in

,oen a manner that thev can ne.ver become in
J l . -- r .1 l illaeuenuentoi me pupuitr win.

The first General Assembly under the nes
Consti(u:lon D su:h tax laws as were sup

1

posed to be in accordance with it require- -

Difference, of construction arose,. was to
e expected, and were very prope.ly refer- -

red to the Court, whose decision has been ac- -

quie.ced in by he gret bidy of the people.

" "ot deni5d l,h,ftl r?le Te"': 10 h

P'',?
,"?i- - L.M.. if, k--Z. ot supporting ex-

emptions
ot

and deductions, we woul 1 mtlte the
'rnnd duplicate represent the entire wealih of

the State. It is estimated lhat no less than three c
hundred millions of property in the fliate esja.
ped laxa'ion.

A careful elimination of the question will
suggest many reasons adverse to any precipi-

tate or unadvised changes in our tux laws. AM

agree lhat pr operty slisll be uied where ii is

by a uniform rule, that the and non
resident owner shall pay his due proportion,
and that ibis proportion iliail include &.lt,;'
county, townslno and cny u. tax is on
the property within the State, and not on its
inhabitants The lien for the the tax is notnpon the
the owner, bit or, the proaelty I. Mfea)M for
differar.ee whether lb ; prjpeny is own--- by
r a lentsornjnr i lcots I'oisesion, had no'
'.Tneri-hip- , is the p'int of inquiry. A New--

be
ok merchant doing business in our "itale

will not be asked whether hi, capital is his own
or borrowed. The whole s.o:k found in his
oossession is llio measure of his laxttion O ir
owa m' r nts are treated p ,y tht

. rt -- . i ij . ,
sim way. a ami-ren- t ru,- - wouii oov.ousiy X

worn serious injuuce io umo nieroanis.uiciuse
with deductions for credits, foreign merchants
might tra le in our State without paying one
dollar of taxes, Again, Vr jn'atn own lands in

Ohio. They owe a portion ol the pu ch ise
monev either in one or the other of these Stales. of
Shail lhe township or city in which the lin I

lies loss tbe right to levy s fair proportion of
taxes upon the lands in question? foe rule for
deduction for debts would evidently work en 1

less confusion, lake the cased our own cti- -

zens, many ot whom own odui real ana perso-

nal property in more than one locality, an are
indebted for a part of the same: where h ill

16
ihe deductiou be m ids. Shall it be at their
o n option?

The doctrine so frequently alvanjeJ tha.
man should be taxed only on whit he has
and not upon what he has not." does not in

faclaool? to our system of taxation. Our du-

plicate lb he mibie property in lhe State,
anijjot lhe persons. A large number of the .
uftu.i.iifco w - - - "kvm
contains the names of many who reside be--
yonu us limits, xuis is a suiujient answer 10

such avowals.
3impiicn.j , .u 01 u.-m-n nuu yi mi.. pic, u mi

importmt element in the construction 01 all

An equal tax on property based on these

would, oe oasea upon a general principle mat
brinciplewould be enforced by the people them- -

'selves. They would watch and expose indivi- d-

ual failures to list, and thereby carry out the
. . ,1 mi .l. .i. iihonest oojeci 01 tne law. men me peopie win
soon habituate themselves to look for and de- -

ted the trueciuse of any increase in tbe Uxe
an i reformatory efforts, being r ghtly directed
would always be successful,

The nreceding remarks are not intended to

lhat little it any property could oe luteu twice.

GOVERNOR'S MESSAOE

OirruiiM or the Senate awd Hotrti or
RlFIKAMTATtVIs:

Is Accordance with the requirements of the
Constitution and the biennial ijitem of legis-
lation which ha been thereby established, job

are uaembled in your official eapacitiea to
take into consideration the condition of our
public affair, and to prepare and pas tuch
laws a the experience of the laat two year
and the interest and wants rf the people may
demand.

The first year of the biennial period which
ba just elapsed, was a' tended with the Tan-e-

triala and vicissitudes incident to all hu-

man associations The extraordinary drought
that prevailed throughout this and most of the
other State of the Union, occasioned a very
general failure of the crop, and the consequent
reaction that occurred ia the monetary affairs
of the country caused much solicitude, and re-

tarded, to omt extent, the progress of pub-li- e

as well aa individual improvement
The great abundance and rich return of

the last year, however, fully compensated the
deficiencies of it predecessor, and afford am-

ple cause for gratitude to that benificent and
e String who directs all things for the

beat and whose goodness and favor are appa-

rent in (he itill increasing happiness and pros-

perity of our people.

In complying with the provisions of the con-

stitution which makes it my duty to communi-

cate to the General Assembly the 'condition of
the State,' and to recommend such 'measures'
as in my judgement m ay tend to promote the
public Welfare, I invite your attention, in the
first place, to the accompanying reports of the
rereral State officers. They have been pre-

pared with much care and ability, and contain
a full and detailed exposition of the operations
and present condi'ion of their respective depart-

ments.
I entered upon the duties of the Chief Exec-

utive office of the State, under an impression
which subsequent experience has only tended
to strengthen, that too great a laxity of prac-

tice prevailed in ceitain branches of the pub-

lic service, from which serious evils might
possibly result. The laws regulating the ad
ministration of these branches had been adopt-

ed under circumstances widely different from

those which now surround us, and the few

simple safeguards that were formerly deemed
sufficient, could no longer be regard
deJ as adequate to the varied and greatly

business entrusted to their care. Our
county and other local organizations, especially,
were without those limitations and restrictions
which are necessary ia all public institutions- -

This state of things could not fail, if con-

tinued, to exert an unfavorable and demorA

izing influence on the affairs of Government,
and I availed myself of the earliest opportuni-

ty that was afforded me to recommend such
legislation in reference to this subject as was
most likely, in my judgement, to effect the
required reformation. Much has certainly
been accomplished, bat the failure of the Gen-

eral Assembly to adopt :.nd carry out my sug
gestions more fully, has retarde d the matter,
and imposes on me the necessity o( again call-

ing attention to the subject.
I took occasion in my former message to

with unusual minuteness, through com-

parative tabular statements, the financial ac
tion of every department of the State. aR well
as of the local governments, for the previous
fan years, and now propose to continue the ex
position to the present time.

I refer you with equal confidence, and plea
aure, to the last two reports of the auditor of

State for any information you may desire in re

card to our financial affairs. The untiring in
dustry with which that officer has attended to

his public duties, aud the care and fidelity

which he has always displayed in guarding the
Treasury of the people, constitute his admin-

istration as an epoch in the history of our ti

nancial transactions.
Fro.n these reports, it appears that the State

Treasury has been the recipient of the follow-

ing revenue during the past two years;
We give total? merely, which are as fol-

lows: Total State ham for 1844, were
32: for 1855 were 82,871,55 49,

add canal tolls and other asset's for 1851,

makes grand total that year 84.477 934 00;
find for 1 855 grand total, $2,315,854 28

The revenue received through taxes levied
upon the grand duplicate placed at the head of

each column, are the proceeds of taxes levied
and collected the year previous; a fact which
it is necessary to observe in order to fix cor
rectly the responsibility of the respective
levies, that returned in the column of 1854 is
the first under the present valuation of real es-U-

The proceeds or the taxes levied to the
year jut past, till go into the revenue of
1856.

The following are the disbursements from
the State Treasury, for all purposes, during
toe same period: Total amount of Auditor's
drafts issued in 1854, f3,899, 770 75; same
issued: in 1865, S3.509.674 23. Total amount
of Auditor's drafts tedeemed in 1854, $3,098.-19- 3

00; same redeemed in 1855, $3,512,434,-20- .
Cash balance fn treasury 16th Novem-

ber, 1854, $684,081 90; same in Treasury

id- - same, together with a faithful apptievioa
ofthe people', money to the liugal prw

f a"' government.
Intimately connected with the tax law the

custody of in public money between its colic
. .. .

M1 1'arstmeot. 1 he money esalseUd

in grnnu Bsmwasstass one yr.r w not ai- -

bur-- until the year following, so that much

oor pabI!c n,ini oa, yw d

rr'0'0 lh - , ,Bd Co,BtT. TrMOr J
hav arisen from this which reijniri early

attention. Our revenue officers bat thus beea

"mP -- d 10 th P'ie f"d
priv.te emolum-n- l. The pcrniciMaiAMM

tmu necessarily flow from suck
.. .

' ' 9 - w

pub i treasure is exposed, are too obvioma for

eomment.
Nor would it change the matter by deposit-

ing the public funds with banks. The best trea
surie of a free and intelligent people are their
own pocket, and no Government ha any right

deprive it. member, of their mem,, one mo- -

mint sooner or longer, than is unavoidable oe- -

c.,r for lhe pjbll(.
M W))U;, respJciivelTuKest

tht our assessments. va!u..ueos. and everr
thing connected with the making up of tha
8nJ dP''. d l "bsequent Collection

the revenues. Oe so arranged as io bring the
collection And diibursment of our taxes within
ihe ssmyear. After careful delineation I

m fee no unsurmounuble obstacle to such aa
arrtngement. The acceleration of the assess--m

nt is, as already sugested, dictated by
other reasons. Every thing relating io tbe

,r-- ir ;on of the grand duplicates being p. id by
the day and th smonut of woik. it is easily

that the eX.jen-.e- s of acc ileraud Sou a
would not be greater than at present. If, in
addition to litis, the tales could be collect..!
semi-annua- lly, instead of annually, as they now
are, t'icy woul. I be Ur less seviely fell by (ho
people. Their present collection occurring At

very period when money is most needed
the pro iue and provision business of the

ciOTry, their exactions. At all
the most dringent law should at once

passed against ihe private use of the reve-
nue ef the Mate which no well organised Gov --

eminent will permit lor a moment.
Several of the appeal case in reference to

the qwestioa of bank taxation are still pending
0?iore tne ."uprerae. uoun oi trie UniteJ States.

h ve no official information a to tbe time
when a final decision may be expected.

Two cases, the Piqua Branch Bank, vs tha
Treasurer of Miam county, and the Ohio Life
Insurance and Trust Company, vs. the Treas-
urer of Hamilton county, iuvolvi.ig tbe right

the State to tax banks, were tried in the tsu- -

e Courtoflbe United State, at lbe May
term ,854 Geor E p h and R p fl

ding, appearing as counsel on the pari of lhe
Stale. The decision was against the State in
the first case, and tor it in the second Tho
Court was not unanimou; ir, either decisiou.
Tin-- cases are both reported ai length ia the

Ii volume of Howard's Reports.
Ictnnot disguise the humiliation I feel at

seeing the sovereign Sta'es of Ohio arraigned
and p! iced on trial before thai tribunal by cer-
tain corporations within her own boundaries,
because, in aa hour of misplaced confidence,
she bestowed upon thtm uudue priviliges and
exemptions. She has violated no contract with
these corporations, while ihey have ecaroeiy
made an effort 10 accomplish the purpose for
which they were created. Instead of furnish-
ing a currency equal to, and redeemable in spe-

cie, they have too frequently flooded tht coun-

try with depreciated bills.
The taxes on the people of the Stale have

wise than recommend an unyielding adherence

anu inconsiuenueij gmuieu.
The report of the special agent appointed in

1854 by the Auditor and Secretary of Stale, to
examine into lhe condition cf lhe Free and In- -

. . .. . . . .j n c l O :n l. i.:jaepenaeni oanss 01 iue oiie, win ue ibiu upon
your tables. It abounds in information, and
contains many useful and practical suggetions
in relation to the evils of the system at present
pursued, and the supposed appropriate rerce- -

dies. The subject of banking has occupied a

iinL to it a pomicai oearmg.
So rreat is the power which the authority to

issue and circulate notes as money confers over
lhe commercial and other buisness relations of
life, that lhe necessity of protecting tbe peopU
from probable injury and loss, has alway been
felt and acknowledged and hence we find tbe
General Assembly at almost every session at-

tempting to regulate the cuirencv, with how
much success is known to every one.

Tbe experiment is to be tried again, but tha
opinion is fast obtaining ground that neither
commerce nor credit is ben efited by legislative
interference.

This places before you the receipt an J ex-

penditures of the State Government during the
last two years, and '.her is no difficulty in as
certaining the departmenU in which increaied
or diminished expenditure or revenue have
Uken place. To determine, however, whether
the State authorities or those of the counties,
townships and cities, are responsible for the
high taxes complained of by the people, we
must examine into the various amounts levied
by there several authorities; and for this pur-
pose the following tabular statement has been
prepared, exhibiting the taxes levied for the
specified purposes of the years named:

1B54 1855.
Number of acr's '25,06 i. 032 25 920 t)8o
Kalue of lands 489,245 467 4Stf.26l.7ll
Value of towns 140,822.948 145.596 751
Value of chattels 897,03 1,571 Jo3 0I3.NI5

Total Ux value $866,059,912 86.B77,35t
The loial State nxs for 1 854 were $:l,077 -

601,04u(i; and for 1855 $2,754,806,051 6.
The total county taxes for l54 were

9. and for 1855 $2,702,.05 02 8.

The total township, city And special tsxes for
1854 were $3,072, 1!8 M 2:and for 1855 were
2,943,618,00 O. Delinquencies and forfeitures
for 1854 were 217.112,75 7. and fur 1855,
were 498 781,353. The total local taxes for
1854 were 6,034,738,08 9; and for 1856 6,
199,704,28 1.. 1 he total tan s on duplicate
for 1854 were 9,092,339,49 7, and lor 1855,

8,951,511,89 7.

I was anxious to present in a tabular state-

ment, such detai'ed information in reference

to our County, Township and City transac-

tions, ns would enable the people to compare
their own local ailminsiniiioiH with those of

other portions of the Stale. I found, however,
that thiswi a not attainable at the seat of Govern-

ment without much labor, and certain addition-
al facts which those organizations themselves
can alone supply. Existing laws provide for
the publication at home of the amount of their
levies, coilect'ons and expenditures ; but it
would greatly facilitate the obj.-c- t in view if

the affairs of each county, township and city
administration wer; annually published, in a

condensed form, for general information tbro'-ou- t

the State.
Such comparisons and suggestions would

naturally spring from these expositions as
would gradually lead to the adoption of the
desired restraints upon ihe.r action and eventu-

ally to more healthy legislation on the sub-

ject.
Of the fees of County, Township, and oth-

er local officers, no account appears to be kept
which is accessible to the public a matter to
which I again call the uttentionof the Genera'
Assembly, and respectfully suggest that a law
be passed requiring every public officer, com-

pensated by fees, to keep an accurate account
of his receipts and exp. ndi'ures, and transmit
the same to the appropriate department, at
the Seat of (rovarnment, with the view that a
general synopsis of such accounts be publish-

ed once a year for the information of the peo-

ple of the State. T'hese local offices are gen-

erally lucrative, and it is believed that not less
Mian two millions are annually collected by fees
from the people, and I can see no good reason
"why the Utter ihouk not be able to ascertain
the compensation which is severally received

by their own agents. It is almost impossible

to secure proper legislation on this important
sutiject while so little tangible information ia

(idtore the General Assembly.
The preceding statement contain, it is be-

lieved, all the information that is necessary,
with the accompanying reports and exhibits, io
ennble you to see in wha particular divisions
of the public service, and for what objects, the

extciioiiii are improperly high, and wli'-r- our
efforts should be especially directed to bring
about a reduction. The local c cums which

has so disproportionately swelled the burdens
of the people, you, coming from all parts of

the State, can no 'oubl explain to each oth-

er.

In reference to these causes, however, and

especially the fees of county and other local
officers, it would prove of much assistance in

your deliberation:, if in the early pun of the
session you would order suitable inquiries to
be addressed to the proper authorities.

All will admit that the public burdens, for a
government happily so very circumscribed in
its sphere as ours, are high beyond apology.
True, high taxes are not of themselves conclu-
sive evidence of bad, nor low taxes always
proof of a good government, yet the amount is
a matter proper for comparative inquiry, espe-

cially, where the rise is sadden. Such ex
animations lead to reliable information, both as
to the amount, aud, which is a more important
point, the purposes to which the money is ap
plied, Sound political economy does not rest
on any specific amount of taxation, but rather
on such an administration of public affairs, as
guided by a proper spirit of frugality and re-

publican simplicity, discharges scrupulously
every duty essential to the public welfare.
Every financial transaction should be subjected
to the most rigid accountability, and all mis-

applications of the public money be severely
punished,

Public virtue is essential to the maintenance

is far greater than those who volunteer to con- -

tribute to them Propositions to deplete the
Treasury for objects of speculation, ornament
and pride, find frequently more supporters
than those of acknowledged general utility.
The revenue officer who collects the taxes re n -

dered necessary in consequence of some ill - ad -

vised appropriation, is always blamed, while
he who occasioned them, often escapes the pub- -

lie censure. The Constitution wisely provides
'that every law imposing a tax shall state dis
tinctly the object of '.he same, to which only it
shall be applied.' If this provision, in its full
meaning and intent, were properly carried out
so as to enable the public to fix with certainty
the responsibility of taxes upon those who re- -

ally occasion them, it would, to a great extent,
guard ayainst inconsiderate public outlays
Profligacy would be earlier exposed and the
required reform applied in season to prove a
remedy.

We should discriminate between the mere
machinery for the Collection of taxes and the
ii.fluences leading to, and the authorities di- -

.rpfOinrr
. tliu ...lout,. An. ............. ).,.,. . I, ,..!...l" w, vui ictiiuc a annum

afford to the Ux payers frequent and early op- -

ponuciuea 10 watcn. judge and airecl our n- -

nancial policy. The fewer indirect and special
taxes we have the less chances there is to co- n-

ceal improper expenditures, and the more cer- -

tamly will lhe rise and lall of direct taxes ind- i-

cate the financial quality of our government.
H'e are rapidly approaching the period when

our direct property taxation will afford such
indications, unless, we purposely counteract
ihis tendency. Special taxes are becoming in-

operative, their levy indeed being of doubtful
constitutionality. Tbe extraneous revenues
to the Slate Treasury are likewise constantly
diminishing, and nearly all our resources will
soon have to be derived through the grand du-

plicate. We shall then, with greater certainty
and simplicity in our finances, have the uner-in- g

index above alluded to.

The constitutional provision upon the subject
is a guaranty agaiost arbitraiy taxation. Here-

tofore such a guaranty has been secured to
corporations alone ihio' judicial interposition;
now they and the people equally enjoy it by
constitutional rule. In other Governments the
t ixing power is without limitations ; in ours it

is restrained to a property tax. The power to
borro is also wisely confined wiihin very nar-

row limits. Under such a system financial

abuses cannot be long concealed, because the

amount of taxation will indicate to each tsx
payer lbe degree of economy i.r wastefulness
that may at each period characterize the Gov- -

ermenl. lhe fact lhat taxes are one thing. the

lax law another, will then become apparent to
all; and we will look to the General Assembly,
and lo the local authorities of the State, for a

reduction of taxes, rather lhan to Executive
officers. Any attempt to reduce the taxes in

the aggregate by a mere change in the mode

and manner of collecting them, will piove as

futile as an attempt to change the weather by

breaking lhe barometer. Heal retrenchment,
to have a lasting effect, must spring from and
be maintained by General Assemblies whose

economy and watchfulness shall reflect the
wishes of a frugal and enlightened people.

I feel great solicitnde that the system of re-

quiring all State expenditures of every des
cription to be brought under the revision of

unlimited power ot tne courts to punish lor revenue laws. ari suiumpiy wnm r been nearly trebled since these institutions
contempt. The fees of county officers should lions and deductions, and the individual tax were eslab!ihcd. They have borne the ex-- be

thoroughly revised, and the law providing payer will be apt, through m ntal reservation, pcnses 0f an extensive and costly system of in-f-

removal from office and other punishments lo enlarge the sphere for which the legislator lernai improvement: Avenues of commerce,
for speculation, should be made morestringent. has set him theeximpie- - He. too. has favour- - 0f industry and trade, hare been opened in ev- -

Some two or three of the larger counties of he odjects which ht thinks it bard to tax. The er5, pi4rt0f ihe Suite, and while these banking
the State, might be supplied with Boards more more generaly we ado;;t tbe principle ot tax co'rp3raiions are the greatest beneficiaries from
numerous than that of the present County ing equally all property, the tquiuble and (hose several enterprises, they refuse to share
Comissioners. The public interest would be fair will be its effects, fneir unequal operation W, lne people the heavy burdens which have
better guarded, and the power to levy taxes and rather ihan their amount, m ikes iaX:s oppres- - been tnt.reoy occasioned,
make appropriations be brought under a grea- - sive. In our State, tax inequalities are neces- - They defy alike the forces of public opinion,
ler degree of responsibiiitv. Tbe separation of s irily unjust. Every do,Ur that is remitted to, tue derratnation of the Constitutional Conven- -

civil from criminal business, with distinct offi. or withheld by, one person, must be made up tioni lhe laws of the State, and the decision of
cers for each court, would also facilitate the and p ud by o'lier. Tiie amount of tax is not our highest judicial tribunal; and persist in
business of such counties without any increase reduced by sulfeiing pro; e. ty to tssape; the daiming lhat, it taxed at all, it must be by a
of the public expense. only result is that the taxes are unjustly lev- - different rule from that of individual's on their

As to the mere machinery for the collection ied. Exemptions and deductions but mar tie profiu only, and not on the value of their prop- -

of the taxes, it must be admitted, as a general unilormttv and equality ot our tax laws, and erl?j TeQ millions of property dictates to a
for this reason' it tar no other, there should be hundred andtruth, that all such enactments are but approx- - duplicate of eight fifty millionsl

imations to what should be their legitimate ob- - " allowed as Possl0'e' Under these circumstances I cannot do other- -

jeel, viz: their equitable apportionment among
the individuals compising it. rrivate mgeuu- - rules, wun lew exemptions anu aeauci-.ons-

, to tne jnsi ana uonei principles 01 equal un-

ity counteracts the best designs ol the legisia leave very little opportuni y for individual ation.
tor; and many persons often succeed in push- - evasions. Its assesments and valuations are Banking priviliges still more extensive, I m

ing their own proper burdens upon others. more easily perfected, they may be made told, are to be asked at your hands during tbe
Frequently, too, the Legislature uses the tax- - quicker and yet be far less inqusitorial. full present scssioa. It is a source of some graiifi- -

ing power for favoring or discharging special a sytem must eventually recommend itielf to cation, however, to know lhat the present Con

inwests or objects. This ws so long and so all as the one best adapted to our circumstAnces stiiution opposes an insuperable barrier to the
generally acquiesced in, that the idea 'becaiue as a people. Under 11 the measure if taxition tax exeuip:iens that were formerly so unwissly
prevalent that taxes are levied, not so much
for nurnosea of revenue, as for those of favorit- -

ism or onuresion. Hence, we find persons de- -

nouncing taxes, although anosed hv generalr ' . . .
laws, as heing aimed at the destruction ol then
particular class; and, hence, it likewise is,
lhat we find them demanding exemptions for

certain special objects, because in their opin
ion, they deserve lo succeed.

These appeals to the lavor ot our Legisla
lures have in many instances been successful. preclude all amendments to oui tax 1 w. On the

'
large share of public attention for years, as

The valuation of improved lands n a stato of contrary, it is admitted th s several might be j these institutions, in entering lhe halls of legis-natur- e,

which was the ru e previous to 133, m vie which would render them more efficient, Ution and taking priviliges denied to the

intended as a favor to the agricultural in-- j The assessments and valuation of personal' dividual memo- - rs of community, have succee-teres- t.

The exemption of tools and machia- - property, especially, should be accelerated so ed, whether intentionally or otherwise, in giv
prv was rlesiirneil ns an encouragement to the

tuechiet bnancial officer of the State, shall be mecl,anica aud manufactures of the State j There is no teason why, by proper sub division

striclly and permanently adhered to. This is Taxing banks on their pro Sis only was held it could not be done within a few days. This

demanded by the constitution as well as by lout as a bonus for foreign capital ; while the would iiot incease the expense. The phraseolo-soun-

of!emplion of property appropriated to aduca-lg- y of the tax law might also be mvle more
policy, It operates as a preventive The word 'credits"lioBd ch purposes, was intended definite ia miny in stances.

malpractices which had hitherto defied all at--j gg Rn approvai ot those objects. Under this should bd so qualified as 10 include only such
tempts at reforrja, I

policy ihe duplicate decreased until it embra-- 1 outstanding ones as have assumed a definite

The contracts recently entered into by theced only about of the actual wealth shape and ?lBh"XoftheState. to fvor every de-- i ing our lax an 1 reducing
Board of Public Works for the repairs of the .

oh. jQ Multiplied tbe pleas lhe taxes themselves, by imposing p roper res- -
canals, involving an entire change of policy on for further exemptions, and there was no dan- - j traints on the authorities that lsvy and expend

that subject, have elicited a very genersl pub- - Iger that the true idea of taxstion would be en- - j ttrm, we shall have true public economy,

lie discussion. The savin g to the State by this, ti rely lost. As a natural eonsequence, various j hght expenditures, and a wise distribution of

r


